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How to Prepare for the IELTS Test  

Below is a quick checklist to help with your IELTS preparation:  

1. Understand the test format 

2. Know how the test is marked  

3. Surround yourself with English  

4. Make a plan of action  

5. Join a preparation course  

6. Practice with sample questions  

7. Perfect your IELTS skills  

8. Check your progress  

9. Register for the test  

IELTS Preparation: Pass 3x Faster 

10. One of the most popular questions I get on my YouTube Channel is: 

11. Chris, how can I prepare for my IELTS exam quickly? 

12. Truthfully, the answer to this question will be different for every person 

reading this article, which makes it difficult for me to give one solution that 

will help everyone. 

13. However, what I can tell you is how to prepare for your exam PROPERLY! 
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14. Find out how to improve your preparation and accelerate your IELTS journey 

here: 

Why is IELTS Preparation So Difficult? 

15. Quite simply, there is so much information out there and students do not know 

which sources they can trust.  

16. IELTS can take months (sometimes years!) of hard work and thousands of 

dollars in tuition and test fees, so there is a lot of pressure to get it right the 

first time. 

17. There are three main things you need to improve: 

18. General level of English (Slow) 

19. Test skills (Medium) 

20. Knowing how the test is marked (Fast) 

Improve Your General Level of English 

21. IELTS is essentially an English language test, therefore, the higher your level 

of English, the better your score should be.  

22. Simply studying IELTS skills and doing practice tests will not be enough if 

your level of English is not high enough. 

23. As indicated above, this is probably the slowest part of your preparation. 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2019/02/06/how-to-find-ielts-material-on-social-media/
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24.  Most English schools recommend at least 6 months to improve a student’s 

level of English by the equivalent of 0.5- 1 band score. 

25. I will show you how you can improve your general level of English, at home, 

below. 

Perfect Your Test Skills 

26. There are four parts to the IELTS test- Writing, Speaking, Reading and 

Listening. Each of these parts has many different possible questions and each 

of them has a specific skill that you need to acquire. 

27. For example, academic students can expect to see one of seven different types 

of question in Task 1 Writing.  

28. Each of these different types of question requires differing skills. 

29. The Listening and Reading tests have over 10 different types of questions 

each.  

30. Again, all of these questions requires a different strategy and set of skills. 

31. The majority of your IELTS preparation should be spent learning these skills 

and when these are combined with a high level of English it should result in a 

high score. 

32. Learning these skills does not take as much time as learning the language 

itself, but does take a significant amount of time.  
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33. Most schools recommend spending 2-3 months learning these skills. 

34. I will address how to improve these, at home, below. 

Know How the Test is Marked 

35. The fastest and most effective way to improve your score is knowing exactly 

what the examiners want and giving it to them.  

36. Most of my teachings are based on this principle. 

37. However, you can’t simply learn this and get a high score; they should be 

combined with improving your level of English and test skills. 

38. Below we will look at the official marking criteria to help us understand what 

the examiner wants. 

Step-by-Step Approach to IELTS Preparation 

39.  Decide if you are doing General Training or Academic 
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 Understand the Test Format 
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Set Realistic Goals 

40.  The keyword here is ‘realistic’.  

41. There is a big difference between the score you want and the score you are 

realistically going to get. 

42. Effective preparation will help you succeed and will ensure that you get the 

best score you can possibly get, but it does not ensure miracles. 

Understand Marking Criteria 

43. The article below will explain what the band scores mean, how examiners 

decide them and the official marking criteria used to mark your test.  

44. Click the link below. 

IELTS Scores 

Understand the Different Question Types 

45. There are more than 10 different types of question for Reading and Listening.  

46. Again, there are more than 10 different kinds of question on the Writing test. 

47. Knowing these will give you a huge advantage because each of them requires 

a different approach and strategy.  

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2016/02/02/ielts-scores/
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48. I have them all for you in each of the skills sections below. 

Perfect Your IELTS Skills 

49. As mentioned above, there are many different approaches and strategies that 

you need in order to succeed in IELTS.  

50. For example, do you know how to write an effective introduction and 

conclusion? Do you know how to develop your answers in the speaking test?  

51. Do you know how to quickly locate the correction information in the reading 

test? 

52. All of these skills will be addressed below. 

Improve Your Vocabulary 

53. Vocabulary is a huge part of the IELTS test.  

54. It covers 25% of your total mark in Speaking and Writing.  

55. It is also tested in the Reading and Listening tests. 

56. You should implement a vocabulary improvement plan as quickly as possible. 

Click below to download one now. 

Practice English Every Day 

57. When it comes to improving your English, there really is no substitute for 

practicing a little every day. 
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58. There are hundreds, if not thousands, of ways you can practice every day and 

it doesn’t have to be doing boring IELTS tests. 

59.  My most successful students have all found something that they enjoyed 

doing in English and then did this regularly.  

60. The more you use English, the more your skills will improve and the higher 

chance you have of getting the score you need. 

61. Below are lots of ways to improve your English at home: 

62. 25 Free Online Language Learning Tools 

63. 7 Great Ways to Learn English at Home For Free 

64. You can also combine learning English with the most common IELTS topics.  

65. There are some topics, such as the environment, education, and technology, 

that come up again and again.  

66. Reading and listening within these common topics is a very powerful 

technique that will help you improve your vocabulary and your ideas, all at 

the same time as improving your English. 

67. Below you will find links to the most common IELTS topics. 

68. Common Essay Topics 

69. Speaking Topics 

 

 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/08/25-free-online-language-learning-tools/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/03/learn-english-ielts-home-free/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/05/most-common-ielts-writing-task-2-topics/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/22/ielts-speaking-topics/
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Practice Tests 

70. You should do IELTS practice tests in order to establish what your current 

band score is and also to familiarise yourself with the test. 

71. However, there are two things that I should warn you about before doing 

these. 

72. The first thing is that there are lots of fake tests. 

73.  These tests can be found online or in your local bookstore.  

74. Where I live there are hundreds of books in my local store all claiming to offer 

‘official’ tests. 

75.  The problem with this is that they are often written by people who know 

nothing about IELTS and are simply looking to make a few dollars. 

76. Fake tests can be very misleading and often prevent students from 

understanding what the real test is like. 

77. You should only do tests from official and trustworthy sources. 

78.  The best sources of past papers are the Cambridge Past Papers books. 

79. Below are other reliable sources of practice tests: 

80. British Council 

81. IELTS Essentials 

82. IDP 

https://www.cambridge.org/us/cambridgeenglish/catalog/cambridge-english-exams-ielts/cambridge-ielts-11
http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/free-practice-tests
https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/prepare/freepracticetests
http://idpielts.me/prepare-ielts/free-ielts-practice-tests/
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83. The second thing I would like to warn you about is don’t make these the only 

part of your IELTS preparation.  

84. Lots of students that I know do IELTS practice tests all day, every day and 

most of them improve very little.  

85. They should only be used as a test of your current ability. You should spend 

most of your time improving your level of English and your IELTS skills. 

86. If you are practising all week, you should only be really doing 1 or 2 practice 

tests. 

87.  In other words, they should be a very small, but important, part of your 

preparation. 

88. You’ll find a full list of practice study materials here on our resource 

guide and here on our practice guide. 

 Get Your Speaking and Writing Assessed 

89. It is very important that you get a qualified teacher to assess your speaking 

and writing. 

90.  They will be able to tell you your current level, but more importantly, they 

will be able to tell you what your weaknesses are. 

91. This is probably the most important part of your IELTS preparation. 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2017/06/28/ielts-exam-preparation-ultimate-resource-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2017/06/28/ielts-exam-preparation-ultimate-resource-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2017/08/02/ielts-practice/
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92.  If you do not know what your weaknesses are, you are really wasting a lot of 

time because you have no idea what to focus on. 

93.  You must focus on the things that you are not good at in order to improve. 

94. The most effective strategy for IELTS preparation is to find out your 

weaknesses, go away and work on them and then come back and have your 

work assessed by an experienced IELTS teacher. 

95.  They can then tell you if you have improved or not and then advise you on 

what to focus on next. 

96. If you would like me to assess your writing, please click the link below. 

Essay Correction Service 

How will I know that I’m ready for the IELTS exam? 

97. Hundreds of thousands of students fail the IELTS exam each year for one 

simple reason: 

98. They book the test before they are ready for it! 

99. In my experience, there is only one question you need to ask yourself to decide 

whether you’re ready for the IELTS exam. 

 

 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/07/23/essay-correction-service/
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Find out what it is here. 

IELTS Writing Task 2 Preparation 

Writing Task 2 Skills 

100. Below you will find links to complete guides on the essential Writing 

Task 2 skills. 

101. Planning 

102. Question Analysis 

103. Ideas Generation 

104. Complex Sentences 

105. Introductions 

106. Main Body Paragraphs 

107. Conclusions 

108. Cohesive Devices 

Full Lessons 

109. Below you will find complete lessons on each of the different Task 2 

question types. 

110. 8 Steps to Success 

111. Structures 

https://youtu.be/W4OtCYxskms
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/writing-task-2/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/writing-task-2/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/07/02/how-to-plan-an-ielts-essay/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/05/how-to-understand-analyse-ielts-writing-task-2/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/05/ideas-ielts-writing-part-2/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/27/ielts-writing-complex-sentence/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/05/how-to-write-introduction-ielts-writing-task-2/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/21/write-supporting-paragraph-ielts/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/14/ielts-writing-conclusions/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/08/12/cohesive-devices/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2019/04/11/ielts-writing-task-2-8-steps-to-success/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/03/ielts-writing-task-2-essay-structures/
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112. Opinion Essays 

113. Discussion Essays 

114. Problems/Causes and Solutions 

115. Advantages and Disadvantages 

Sample Answers 

116. Below you will find a link to lots of Band 9 samples answers. Use these 

to compare and assess your writing. 

117. Sample Answers 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/02/ielts-writing-task-2-agree-disagree-lesson/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/18/writing-task-2-discussion-essay-lesson/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/08/ielts-problem-and-solution/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/24/ielts-advantages-and-disadvantages-lesson/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/09/18/ielts-writing-task-2-sample/
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IELTS Writing Task 1 (Academic) Preparation 

 

 

Writing Task 1 Lessons 

118. Below you will find links to complete guides on the essential Writing 

Task 1 skills. 

119. Academic Task 1 Checklist 

120.  

121. Task 1 in 5 Easy Steps 

122. How to Paraphrase 

123. How to Write an Overview 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/writing-task-1/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/writing-task-1/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2019/05/23/ielts-academic-writing-task-1-checklist/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/07/11/ielts-academic-writing-task-1/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/31/paraphrase-ielts/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/13/ielts-task-1-overview/
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124. Charts Lesson 

125. Maps Lesson 

126. Multiple Graphs Lesson 

127. Process Lesson 

GrIELTS Speaking Preparation 

Part 1 

128. In part 1 you will be asked questions on familiar topics. Click below for 

lots of sample questions and answers. 

129. Part 1 Common Topics and Sample Answers 

130. Easy Ways to Extend Your Answers 

131. Part 1 Dos and Don’ts 

Part 2  

132. This part of the test allows you to speak for longer on a given topic. 

133. You will be given a card with a particular topic on it, and this will 

include key points that you should talk about. 

134. You will be given one minute to plan and then you will talk for between 

1-2 minutes. 

135. Below are some tips that I give to all of my IELTS Speaking classes: 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/09/ielts-writing-task-1-charts-lesson/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/24/ielts-writing-task-1-maps-lesson/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/12/ielts-task-1-multiple-graphs/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/07/13/ielts-writing-task-1-process-questions/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/18/ielts-speaking-topics-part-1/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/10/15/extending-ielts-part-1-answers/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/11/10/ielts-speaking-part-1-dos-and-donts/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
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136. Speaking Part 2 Tips 

137. Speaking Part 2 Strategy 

Part 3  

138. In part 3 test the examiner will ask further questions which are linked to 

the topic talked about in part 2. 

139. This part of the test is designed to give you the opportunity to talk about 

things in a more abstract way. 

140. Part 3 The Ultimate Guide 

141. Part 3 Common Questions 

142. Part 3 Tips 

IELTS Speaking Skills 

143. Below you will find a number of posts designed to help you improve 

your IELTS speaking exam technique: 

144. How to Talk About an Unfamiliar Topic 

145. Is Accent Important?  

146. IELTS Speaking Tips 

147. IELTS Speaking Topics 

IELTS Speaking Criteria 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/11/24/ielts-speaking-part-2-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/03/ielts-speaking-task-2-strategy/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/25/ielts-speaking-part-3-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/03/ielts-speaking-part-3-common-questions/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/11/26/speaking-part-3-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2019/03/07/how-to-talk-about-an-unfamiliar-topic-in-ielts-speaking/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2019/06/10/ielts-speaking-accent/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/28/ielts-speaking-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/22/ielts-speaking-topics/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
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148. It is essential that you understand the criteria examiners use to assess 

your speaking. Here is a guide: 

149. Speaking Criteria 

IELTS Reading Preparation 

150. 7There are several different types of questions on the IELTS reading 

test and each one has its own problems and strategy. Click on any of the links 

below for a full step-by-step guide. 

151. Click on any of the links below for a full step-by-step guide. 

152. Short Answer Questions 

153. Multiple Choice  

154. Summary Completion 

155. Matching Sentence Endings  

156. Sentence Completion  

157. True, False, Not Given  

158. Matching Headings Tips and Strategy 

159. Labeling a Diagram  

160. Matching Information to Paragraphs 

161. Secret to Getting a 9 on Your Reading Test  

Top 10 IELTS Reading Tips  

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/28/ielts-speaking-criteria/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/11/ielts-reading-short-answer-questions/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/30/ielts-reading-multiple-choice-questions/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/29/ielts-reading-summary-completion/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/28/ielts-reading-matching-sentence-endings-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/28/ielts-reading-sentence-completion-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/27/ielts-reading-true-false-not-given-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/04/ielts-reading-matching-headings-tips-and-strategy/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/27/ielts-reading-labeling-a-diagram-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/01/ielts-reading-matching-information-to-paragraphs/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/04/29/9-ielts-reading-test/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/20/top-10-ielts-reading-tips/
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IELTS Listening Preparation 

Below is a list of resources to help you prepare for the IELTS listening test at home. 

162. Summary Completion Lesson 

163. IELTS Listening Overview and Tips  

164. IELTS Listening Form Filling Question Tips 

165. IELTS Listening Practice 

166. Multiple Choice Questions 

167. Labelling a Map or Plan 

168. Best Podcasts for English Learners 

Test Day Advice 

169. You are now ready for your test and all of your IELTS Preparation is 

complete. Here is a checklist to ensure you do your best on test day: 

170. Get to bed early. You’ll need lots of sleep. 

171. Eat a good breakfast. Eat more than you normally do so that you won’t 

get tired and hungry. Protein and fat are better than simple carbohydrates. 

172. Wear comfortable clothes. This isn’t a time for showing off your 

fashion sense. 

173. Don’t forget to bring your ID and essential documents. 

174. Make sure you know where the test centre is and how to get there. 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/ielts-listening-2/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/16/ielts-listening-summary-completion-lesson/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/03/ielts-listening-tips-overview/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/03/ielts-listening-form-filling-question-tips/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/05/20/ielts-listening-practice/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/09/ielts-listening-multiple-choice-questions/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/06/09/ielts-listening-labeling-map-plan/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/10/13/best-podcasts-for-english-learners/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
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175. Get to the test centre early. Do not throw away all of your IELTS 

preparation by being late. 

176. Find out where everything is, including your test room and the toilets. 

177. Bring some water and some sugary food or drinks. Don’t drink too 

much because bathroom breaks will take up time. 

178. Do not panic. Stress is normal. Use that nervous energy to focus, but do 

not allow it to control you. 

179. Do not be afraid to ask the staff for help if you need anything. They are 

there to help you. 

Action Plan 

180. Now that you know what to do, it’s time to make a study plan. 

181. Everyone will use do this differently; however, below are some of the 

things you need to consider when making your study schedule: 

182.  The date of your test: 

How many days/weeks before your test? 

Is it flexible i.e. can you change the date? 

How much time do you have per day to study? 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2015/03/10/ielts-writing-task-1-grammar-guide/
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183. You should aim to be able to study in peace and quiet and totally focus 

on what you are doing. 

184. Do you have more time on particular days, such as Saturday and 

Sunday? 

185. What other commitments do you have? 

186. Are there any commitments that you can stop doing until you do your 

IELTS test? This will free up a lot of time. 

187. You should be realistic with this. Be honest with yourself. 

 What is your current English level? 

188. The higher your general level of English, the faster you will be able to 

complete this course. 

 What is your learning style? 

189. Can you normally understand everything first time or do you have to 

go away and think about it alone? 

190. Do you prefer to study with other people or by yourself? 

191. I recommend sitting down with a calendar and filling out all of the days 

you want to study on with the things you need to do above.  
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192.  This will help you stay organised and reduce any stress you have about 

preparing for the test. 55 

193.  This will also give you an idea about how much work you will have to 

do each study day. 

194. You can do this with a paper calendar or you can use one of the many 

apps available online. 

195. The more organised you are now, the easier your preparation will be. 

SuccessStories 

 

196. We are very lucky to have a huge number of successful students who 

have shared their IELTS stories with you. 

Click here to watch them now. 

197. Below you’ll find testimonials from just some of our successful 

students. 

From Failure to Band 8.5 in Just 1 Month 

198. I am very proud of Sana. She failed to get the scores she needed the first 

time but kept going and managed to get an amazing Band 8.5 overall. 
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199. She was kind enough to share her experience with you all in a detailed 

video. 

Click here to watch it now.  

I crowdsourced the questions from you guys, so thanks very much for that. In the 

video we look at: 

200.  How to identify your areas of weakness. 

201.  How to boost your level of English. 

202.  How much time did it take to reach 8.5? 

203.  Thoughts on the ‘perfect’ essay. 

204.  How to cope with stress. 

205.  her advice for listening, reading, speaking and writing. 

How This Doctor Went from Band 5.5 to 7.5 in IELTS 

206. Doctor Aidrous is one of the students I am most proud of.  

207. He worked extremely hard to get the score he needed and moved from 

5.5 to 7.5. 

208. He showed up to all of my classes and steadily improved with each 

session. 

209. 55 
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210. He has kindly agreed to share his experience and give you all some 

inspiration. 

Click here to watch his video now.  

From IELTS Band 6.5 to Band 7 in 2 Weeks 

211. Daniela was in the same position many of you are in. She got 6.5 in 

IELTS Writing but needed a 7. 

212. She tried going to a big IELTS school in her hometown but didn’t get 

the help she really needed. 

213. In just 2 weeks, we helped her get to a Band 7 level. 

214. She very kindly shared her experience with you in this video and gave 

some great advice to anyone struggling with their writing. 

Click here to watch her success story now.  

How Crystal Achieved Band 8 After Failing her IELTS Test Many Times 

215. I am proud of all my students, but I have to admit I have a soft spot for 

students who show massive amounts of perseverance, determination and 

consistency. 

216. Crystal achieved a Band 8 overall after trying and failing many times. 
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217. She was kind enough to share her story with you all. In this video we 

look at: 

218.  How she identified her writing weaknesses. 

219.  How perfectionism was ruining her speaking performance. 

220.  How she achieved a Band 9 in Listening. 

221.  How she improved her vocabulary. 

Click here to watch it now. 

IELTS Preparation Courses 

222. All of the students above attended one of my IELTS preparation 

courses. 

223. You are probably thinking ‘What makes you different?’ 

224. In a nutshell, our students’ success is our success, so we strive to create 

the best IELTS courses and service in the world. 

225. What also makes us different is our unique system. 

226. ammar and Vocabulary Guide 
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227.  We first help you to identify the exact reasons why you are not 

getting the score you need.  

228. We do this by looking at your work and giving you feedback. 

229. We then teach you how to fix those weaknesses and turn them into 

strengths.  

230. We do this through our course video platform. 

231. You will then put what you have learned into practice and we will 

continue to give you personalised feedback on what you are currently not 

doing well enough yet. 

232. We will help you refine and fix any problems until you are able to do 

everything effectively.  

233. You are then ready for the test. 
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234. For more information about our IELTS Preparation courses, please visit 

our VIP Academy.  

235. If you’d like to hear what our students have to say, you should read 

our VIP Academy Reviews. 

236.  If you have any questions about joining, please feel free to email 

me- chris@ieltsadvantage.com 

(Click to expand answers) 

 

 

237. The Speaking test may even take place a day or two later at some 

centres. 

238. IELTS Listening test lasts for about 30 minutes. 

https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/vip-academy/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/vip-academy/
https://www.ieltsadvantage.com/2019/03/01/ielts-vip-course-reviews/
https://www.english-exam.org/IELTS/listening.html
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239.  It consists of four sections, played on cassette tape, in order of 

increasing difficulty.  

240. Each section might be a dialogue or a monologue.  

241. The test is played once only, and the questions for each section must be 

answered while listening, although time is given for students to check their 

answers. 

242. IELTS Reading test lasts for 60 minutes.  

243. Students are given an Academic Reading test, or a General Training 

Reading test.  

244. Both tests consist of three sections, and in both tests the sections are in 

order of increasing difficulty. 

245. IELTS Writing test also lasts for 60 minutes.  

246. Again, students take either an Academic Module, or a General Training 

Module.  

247. Students must perform two writing tasks, which require different styles 

of writing. There is no choice of question topics. 

248. IELTS Speaking test consists of a one-to-one interview with a 

specially trained examiner.  

249. The interview is recorded and has three separate parts: 

An introduction and interview, an individual long turn where the candidate  

https://www.english-exam.org/IELTS/Reading.html
https://www.english-exam.org/IELTS/Writing.html
https://www.english-exam.org/IELTS/Speaking.html
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250. speaks for one or two minutes on a particular topic, and a two-way 

discussion thematically linked to the individual long turn. This interview will 

last for approximately 11-14 minutes. 

ECTION-WISE IELTS PREPARATION GUIDE 

Listening: 

251. In the first recording, you will have to listen to a conversation between 

two people & answer questions likewise.  

252. Now, these recordings can be in any accent, like American, British, 

Australian or even Asian English. 

253.  To prepare for that you need to get familiar with these accents & how 

do you do that? Well, you will have to watch videos, lots & lots of videos. 

254.  We would suggest you watch Ted Talks or watch conversational 

debates on BBC or CNN. 

255. The second recording is a monologue on social context & the fourth 

one is a University speech.  

256. To prepare for both of these recordings, the key is to pay attention to 

the central idea conveyed in the recording.  
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257. Along with that you also need to understand what other issues are 

highlighted in the recording & the way in which the speaker puts his idea 

forth. 

258. The third recording is usually a group discussion between around 4 

people.  

259. Here too, understanding the core topic of discussion is of extreme 

importance to you.  

260. Besides that, also try to remember the names of the people involved in 

the conversation & specific references, if any. 

261. When watching videos to prepare yourself for the exam, try to start with 

videos that have subtitles, as that will help you understand them better & with 

that also help improve your vocabulary. 

262. Lastly, listen to each recording patiently & try to remember only the 

most important parts of it.  

263. Don’t clutter your brain with unnecessary information. 

264.  This, of course, you can only do with a lot of practice. 

Speaking: 

265. Now, this is the most dreaded section of the exam. But, with a few tips, 

you can easily surmount it.  
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266. In the first task in this section, you have to answer some simple 

questions regarding yourself, like family, hobbies, aspirations, etc.  

267. So, the tip here is to give prompt elaborate answers, but at the same 

time not get very gossipy as that can put a bad impression on the examiner. 

268. For the second task, you have to speak on a given topic for around 2 

minutes.  

269. Here, try to easily convey what you understand of the given topic.  

270. Use facts to support your answer, but only the ones you are absolutely 

certain about.  

271. Don’t use misleading facts or hoodwinks as that might land you in 

trouble. Be concise, specific & confident about everything you are saying. 

272. The third task requires you to answer the examiner’s questions, based 

on the topic you spoke about.  

273. Again, be specific & confident what you are talking about.  

274. Be certain of what you said in the last task as the examiner might ask 

you tricky questions to make you contradict yourself.  

275. Do not fall for it. 

276. Try not to sound over-enthusiastic or even nervous when answering the 

examiner. Answer calmly & smartly.  
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277. For the questions, you don’t know the answer of, try not to babble 

incomplete answers with broken facts. Simply, answer as far as you know & 

if you don’t know, tell the examiner likewise. 

Reading: 

278. In this section, you have to read & answer the questions to 3 longs 

passages, each of which contains around 300 words, so the first thing that you 

need to learn is how to speed read.  

279. This skill you can only develop by developing a habit of reading & 

reading a lot before you appear for the exam.  

280. Try to understand the passages in the first read, because you don’t have 

much time to re-read them again. 

281. Try to summarise the central idea of the passages in your head.  

282. This will help you answer the questions more correctly.  

283. Keep in mind what the author wants to say in the passages & how he 

builds his argument on the same. 

284. Learn the art of skimming through the passage as that will be very 

helpful to you when finding answers to every question.  

285. When writing the answers, be very specific & sure about each answer. 

If you’re not, check again, but try to be as accurate as possible. 
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286. Develop a habit of reading a lot before exams.  

287. That is the only way you can score more in this section.  

288. Also, work on your vocabulary.  

289. After all, you don’t want to get stuck figuring out, what a certain word 

of the passage means.  

290. The best way to do this is to go through old sample papers or good 

IELTS books. 

Writing: 

291. You have to finish two tasks in this section; a 150 words description of 

the given figure or graph & 250 words essay, both in 60 minutes, The smarter 

move is to first finish the essay, since that consumes more time & then go on 

to task 1. 

292. When writing the essay, make sure you convey the central idea of the 

essay precisely & in a very intelligible manner.  

293. Moreover, build the argument of the topic smoothly, so that every 

paragraph looks linked to the previous one.  

294. You don’t want your essay to look like a random compilation of facts, 

but rather one strong piece of writing that explains the given topic. 

295. For the first task, learn how to understand graphs & tables thoroughly.  
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296. You need to clearly understand the idea conveyed through the given 

diagram. 

297.  Moreover, understand the values given & build your description using 

the comparison between these values.  

298. Try not to elongate any part of the description too much; keep it precise 

& simple. 

299.  An uncluttered & neat description is what you want to put forth for the 

examiner. 

300. Develop a good vocabulary & increase your writing speed.  

301. To finish both the tasks in 60 minutes is a challenge & to fulfil that you 

need to have a habit of writing.  

302. Also, avoid making any silly punctuation mistakes or using 

abbreviations, as that can affect your score. Use a formal language for the 

essay. 

TIPS TO PREPARE FOR IELTS EXAM: 

Be prepared 

303. The first & most obvious suggestion to you is to be prepared.  

304. Start studying as much prior to the exam as possible.  
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305. This way you will get enough time to plan out your studies, before 

actually getting to it.  

306. The more you practice, the more confident you will be on the day of the 

exam.  

307. Use only the best study material for your IELTS preparation; a good 

counsellor can help you here. 

Take some help 

308. You might feel yourself to be the smartest Homo Sapien, but IELTS is 

not the place to test that. 

309.  It is always suggested you take some form of help with professionals 

who have been preparing students for IELTS for years.  

310. If not that, you can also enrol for any of the multiple online courses 

available online. 

311.  This way you can get a professional outlook & hence score better in 

your exam. 

. Do multiple dry runs 

312. Practice is your holy grail to scoring better in IELTS. 

313.  The more you practice, the better you can score.  

https://www.inspiruseducation.com/ielts-coaching-classes/
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314. So, get on to watching good discussions & reading the right books 

today. 

315.  Also, try to solve as many sample question papers for IELTS as 

possible.  

316. This way you will not just help you improve your language but at the 

same time, it will also help boost your confidence. 

Work on your Language 

317. To appear for IELTS you need to have good enough language skills & 

by this, we don’t just mean the vocabulary, but rather a combination of good 

vocabulary & flawless grammar. 

318.  Also, be sure you are good with punctuations as that matters a lot in 

the writing section. 

319.  You definitely don’t want to lose marks to such silly mistakes. 

 Be Quick 

320. Well, you must have guessed this by now. 

321.  For the IELTS exam, you need to be pretty quick at reading as well as 

answering, because the questions are too many & time is of the essence. 



 

37 
 

322.  So, whenever you practice, practice timed tests, so that you can 

practice finishing your tests before time.  

323. Also, this way you can develop a good writing speed that will be helpful 

in the writing section, where you have to write a long essay & in a legible 

font, not like your doctor’s prescription. 

Spare no Question 

324. A really important pointer to remember is this one.  

325. You must try to answer each & every question, even if you are unsure 

at some places.  

326. Why? you ask. Well, though you might not be knowing, IELTS does 

not have a negative marking system.  

327. So, even if you are wrong at places, you will not lose any marks. 

328.  So, give your hunches a shot too, who knows some of them, just might 

help you win a better score. 

329. You may also like: 5 Scholarship Exams to Study Abroad after 12th 

Don’t Freak Out 

330. Lastly, a rather very important tip for you is to keep calm.  

331. We know it is ultimately examination, so you are bound to be worried.  

https://www.inspiruseducation.com/scholarship-exams-to-study-abroad-after-12th/
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332. But, don’t stress yourself too much, because this stress & panic can cost 

you a part of your score.  

333. Especially for the speaking section, you need to sound confident about 

yourself, showing nervousness or panicking can be really dangerous at that 

point for you.  

334. Have faith in yourself & your preparation, hope for the best & give your 

best without worrying about the result. 
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20 Best IELTS Preparation Books for Self Study 2022 

 

335. Books are best companions.  

336. They can enrich your knowledge and broaden your horizons. 

337.  In IELTS, they play an important role in making you achieve the 

desired band score.  

338. But be mindful of the books you choose, as you are relying on them to 

ace the test. 

IELTS Preparation Books 

339. Are you searching for the best IELTS books to prepare in the best way 

for the IELTS test? Look no further. 

340.  Here are our list and reviews of the 20 best IELTS books or study 

materials for 2022(for both academic and general training). 

 

SL No. IELTS Preparation Books Author Buy on 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-academic/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-general-training/
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1 

IELTS (Academic) 5 in 1 

Actual Tests eBook combo 

IELTSMaterial.com Store.ieltsmaterial.com  

2 

IELTS (General) 5 in 1 Actual 

Tests eBook combo 

IELTSMaterial.com Store.ieltsmaterial.com  

3 

The Official Cambridge Guide 

to IELTS 

Cambridge Amazon 

4 

Cambridge IELTS 10 – 11 – 12 

– 13 

Cambridge Amazon 

5 English Collocations in Use 

Felicity O’Dell, 

Michael McCarthy 

Amazon 

6 English Vocabulary in Use 

Michael McCarthy, 

Felicity O’Dell 

Amazon 

https://store.ieltsmaterial.com/product/ielts-academic-5-in-1combo/
https://store.ieltsmaterial.com/product/ielts-general-training-5-in-1-combo/
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7 New Insight into IELTS Cambridge Amazon 

8 

Barron’s IELTS Practice 

Exams 

Dr Lin Lougheed Amazon 

9 

Official IELTS Practice 

Materials Volume 1 & 2 

Cambridge Amazon 

10 

Cambridge Vocabulary for 

IELTS 

Pauline Cullen Amazon 

11 

Cambridge Grammar for 

IELTS 

Diana Hopkins Amazon 

12 IELTS Advantage Series 

Richard Brown, 

Lewis Richards 

Amazon 
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13 

Improve your IELTS Skills 

Series 

Sam Mccarter Amazon 

14 

Cambridge IELTS Trainer 

with Answers 

Louise Hashemi, 

Barbara Thomas 

Amazon 

15 English Grammar in Use Raymond Murphy Amazon 

16 

Target Band 7: IELTS 

Academic Module – How to 

Maximize Your Score 

Simone Braverman Amazon 

17 

Simone Braverman’s Target 

Band 7 

Simone Braverman Amazon 
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18 

Mometrix IELTS Book for 

General Training and 

Academic 2021 – 2022 

Mometrix test 

preparation 

Amazon 

19 

Focus on IELTS Foundation: 

Foundation Coursebook 

Sue O’connell Amazon 

20 

Ace The IELTS: IELTS 

General- How To Maximize 

Your Score 

Simone Braverman Amazon 

  

1. IELTS (Academic) 5 in 1 Actual Tests eBook combo 
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341. This is one of the best eBook combo for IELTS Academic.  

342. It is pack of 5 eBooks for all the four sections of IELTS: Listening, 

Reading, Writing (Task 1 and Task 2) and Speaking of the Academic module.  

343. What stands out is that it has latest IELTS questions (January – April 

2022).  

344. The answers are also provided by IELTS experts.  

345. The pack contains 41 listening tests and 35 reading tests with answers.  

346. The Speaking book has an intensive 110 part 1 questions and 92 part 

2/3 questions with answers.  

347. You get sample answers and essay ideas for 84 IELTS questions in 

Writing task 2 and 100 reports in Writing task 1.  

348. This book is ideal for IELTS preparation at home but can also be used 

in a classroom setting. 

Buy Here 

2. IELTS (General) 5 in 1 Actual Tests eBook combo 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/listening/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/speaking/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/writing/writing-task-1/
https://store.ieltsmaterial.com/product/ielts-academic-5-in-1combo/
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349. It is a pack of 5 eBooks.   

350. The combo has latest questions (January – April 2022) on Listening, 

Speaking, Reading, Writing Task 1, and Writing Task 2 of the General 

module. 

351.  It also has sample answers [ For Speaking and Writing] written by 

IELTS experts. 

352.  The pack has 41 listening tests and 20 reading tests with answers.  

353. While the Speaking book has an intensive 110 part 1 questions and 92 

part 2/3 questions with answers, the book on writing task 2 has 84 essay 

questions with answers.  

354. Also there are 27 sets of letters for Writing task 1.  

355. Each set will contain a formal, semi-formal and an informal letter.  

356. This book is ideal for IELTS preparation at home but can also be used 

in a classroom setting. 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/writing/writing-task-2/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/how-to-prepare-for-ielts-at-home/
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Buy Here 

3. The Official Cambridge Guide to IELTS 

 

357. ‘The Official Cambridge Guide to IELTS’ is the definitive guide to 

IELTS from the organization that produces the test – Cambridge Assessment 

English.  

358. This guide covers all 4 IELTS sections (writing, reading, speaking, 

listening) to provide you with useful step-by-step instructions, tips and 

hints for IELTS and focuses on skills development and test-taking 

strategy to help you maximize your band-score and has 10 practice tests for 

both Academic and General Training.  

359. For thorough IELTS preparation, choose ‘The Official Cambridge 

Guide to IELTS.’ 

https://store.ieltsmaterial.com/product/ielts-general-training-5-in-1-combo/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-exam-preparation-tips/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-exam-preparation-tips/
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360.  It can be your guide to success in the exam. You can register for 

IELTS while preparing for IELTS. 

361. We would recommend it for IELTS learners who aim to get a 6.0 or 

above in the IELTS test. 

 Cambridge IELTS 10 – 11 – 12 – 13 

 

362. ‘Cambridge IELTS 13’ is the latest edition in Cambridge Practice 

Tests for IELTS series.  

363. It contains four authentic IELTS examination papers from Cambridge 

Assessment English, providing excellent exam practice.  

364. The Student’s Book with answers allows students to familiarize 

themselves with IELTS and to practice examination techniques using 

authentic tests. 

365. ‘Cambridge IELTS 12’ was released in May 2017.  

366. This book contains 4 complete authentic tests for both General Training 

and Academic module. 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-registration/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-registration/
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367.  Every student who will sit for the IELTS test should have this book to 

make themselves familiar with the IELTS test. 

368. ‘Cambridge IELTS 11’ contains four complete tests for either 

Academic or General Training candidates, a comprehensive section of 

tapescripts and answers, models and samples for all the Writing tasks. 

369.  Like other Cambridge IELTS books, it reflects the IELTS actual 

test and is the most updated version. 

370. ‘Cambridge IELTS 10’ provides students with an excellent 

opportunity to familiarize themselves with IELTS and to practice examination 

techniques using authentic test material.  

371. This IELTS practice test series was published by IELTS test makers 

from Cambridge Press so they provide an invaluable insight into the test.  

372. Each book contains four complete tests for Academic module 

candidates, with extra Reading and Writing modules for General Training 

module candidates. 

5. English Collocations in Use 

 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-recent-actual-tests/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-recent-actual-tests/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-practice-tests/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ieltsmaterial.com-english-collocations-in-use-for-ielts.jpg


 

49 
 

373. To sound like a native speaker, you should check this book out.  

374.  It’ll help you improve your style of spoken and written English with 

60 lessons on a rich variety of topics, each contains 2 pages for the theory and 

practice exercises with a total of more than 1,500 collocations. This book is 

ideal for IELTS learners at the intermediate level and above. 

375. To get Band 6.5+ for IELTS, we’re sure you shouldn’t miss this 

excellent book: English Collocations in Use. 

6. English Vocabulary in Use 

 

376. This book series is known as the best-selling vocabulary reference and 

practice books from elementary to advanced level and is the perfect choice for 

IELTS learners wanting to build their vocabulary skills.  

https://ieltsmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/english-vocabulary-in-use-upper-intermediate-book-with-answers.jpg
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377. My personal favorite book in the family of the best-selling vocabulary 

books is ‘English Vocabulary in Use’ (Upper-Intermediate edition). 

378.  The main features of this book are: 

379. Vocabulary is explained and presented on left-hand pages with a wealth 

of innovative follow-up activities opposite. 

380. 100 units, covering approximately 3,000 new vocabulary items 

381. Offers learners the opportunity to consolidate and expand existing 

vocabulary 

382. This book is suitable for anybody who has a burning desire to get band 

6.5 or above in the IELTS test. 

7. New Insight into IELTS 

 

383. ‘New Insight into IELTS’ offers comprehensive preparation and 

practice for IELTS.  

https://ieltsmaterial.com/best-ielts-vocabulary-books/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/best-ielts-vocabulary-books/
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384. By exploring the test paper by paper, and looking in detail at each task 

type, the course gradually builds up the skills, language and test techniques 

students need to approach IELTS with confidence.  

385. The course contains a detailed introduction to the test and a full answer 

key and is one of the best IELTS book for use in the classroom or for self-

study. 

386. The material is intended for students whose current level is around 

Band 6 and is suitable for both Academic and General Training candidates. 

8. Barron’s IELTS Practice Exams 

 

387. Barron’s is the leader in test preparation and students’#1 choice.  

388. This newly updated second edition with two audio CDs prepares test 

takers for success on the IELTS, an English competency test that’s recognized 

by leading colleges, universities, and government agencies in the United 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ielts-material-barron-s-ielts-practice-exams-with-2-audio-cds-1.jpg
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States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, and 

South Africa. 

9. Official IELTS Practice Materials Volume 1 & 2 

 

389. This book is a comprehensive teacher resource pack with the view to 

help prepare learners for the IELTS test. 

390.  Written by Cambridge ESOL examiners and material writers with 

many years of experience preparing IELTS tests, this pack shows candidates 

how each of the tests is assessed and provides valuable tips.  

391. ‘These Official IELTS Practice Materials Volume 1 & 2’ offer samples 

of the Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking tests with sample answers 

and examiner comments. 
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10. Cambridge Vocabulary for IELTS 

 

392. This advanced version of ‘Cambridge Vocabulary for IELTS’ covers 

the vocabulary needed by students who are aiming for band 6.5 and above in 

the IELTS tests and also provides students with practice exam tasks from each 

paper. 

393.  ‘Cambridge Vocabulary for IELTS Advanced’ focuses on guiding 

students to 6.5 and beyond by working on vocabulary-building 

strategies necessary for success at advanced levels.  

394. It includes useful tips on how to approach IELTS exam tasks and covers 

especially tricky areas such as paraphrase and collocation. 

 

 

 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/how-to-boost-your-vocabulary-score-in-ielts-writing-and-speaking/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/how-to-boost-your-vocabulary-score-in-ielts-writing-and-speaking/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ieltsmaterial.com-cambridge-vocabulary-for-IELTS-by-Pauline-Cullen-pdf-audio.jpg


 

54 
 

11. Cambridge Grammar for IELTS 

 

395. It is one of the best Grammar books for IELTS preparation. ‘Cambridge 

Grammar for IELTS’ has got you covered, in terms of the grammar needed 

for the IELTS test and also helps develop your listening skills.  

396. It includes a wide range of IELTS tasks from the Academic and General 

Training Reading, Writing and Listening modules, and contains helpful 

grammar explanations and a grammar glossary. 

12. IELTS Advantage Series 

 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/best-ielts-grammar-books/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Ieltsmaterial.com-IELTS-Advantage-Series-.jpg
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IELTS Advantage: Writing Skills – A book on IELTS Writing 

397. ‘IELTS Advantage: Writing Skills’ written by Richard 

Brown (Author), Lewis Richards (Author) is a fully comprehensive resource 

designed for IELTS learners who want to achieve a grade of 7.0 or higher in 

the Writing section of the Academic IELTS test. Students are guided step-by-

step through the different tasks in the writing module, using material 

developed in the classroom, by authors with many years’ experience in 

helping hundreds of IELTS candidates achieve a high IELTS score. 

398.  It is one of the best books to learn how to write essays. 

IELTS Advantage: Reading Skills  

399. This book is suitable for IELTS learners who want to pass the IELTS 

Academic Reading Test with a grade of 6.5-7.5 or higher.  

400. This book provides intensive preparation for success in the IELTS 

reading paper, with a focus on vocabulary development and paraphrase 

training. 

401.  It teaches IELTS learners a range of key strategies for reading 

effectively and for understanding texts more easily, such as skimming, 

scanning and speed-reading techniques, helping students to get a better result 

in the Reading paper. 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/reading/
https://ieltsmaterial.com/reading/


 

56 
 

IELTS Advantage: Listening & Speaking Skills 

402. ‘IELTS Advantage: Speaking & Listening Skills’ is a 

comprehensive resource for all IELTS candidates who aim to get Band 6.5 or 

higher in the Speaking and Listening modules. 

403.  IELTS learners are guided step-by-step through the different stages of 

the speaking and listening modules, using lively material covering a wide 

range of topics that are likely to occur in the IELTS examination. 

13. Improve your IELTS Skills Series 

 

Improve Your IELTS Skills – Reading 

404. ‘Improve your IELTS Skills’ is for students aiming between bands 4.5 

and 7.5. The series has three preparation courses, Academic Reading, 

Academic Writing, and Listening and Speaking. 
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405.  The courses develop language, skills and test techniques to help 

students achieve a higher IELTS score. 

406.  The three books in the series may be used together as a complete course 

or may be used to target specific skills.  

407. Or they may be used separately to supplement other course books. 

Improve Your IELTS Skills – Writing 

408. This book puts emphasis on the importance of sentence structures, 

vocabulary, and improving one’s ideas from a variety of drills for the 

examination.  

409. This book is a must-have for all candidates for the IELTS test.  

410. Study with alone or with a coach, ‘Improve Your IELTS Writing 

Skills’ will definitely be the best English proficiency training for you. 

Improve Your IELTS Skills – Listening & Speaking 

411. It is a complete preparation course for the Listening and Speaking 

Modules of the International English Language Testing System.  

412. Through targeted practice, it develops skills and language to help you 

achieve a higher IELTS score in these two modules. 

 

https://ieltsmaterial.com/ielts-band-score/
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14. Cambridge IELTS Trainer with Answers 

 

413. ‘IELTS Trainer’ by Cambridge English includes six full practice tests 

with easy-to-follow expert guidance and exam tips designed to guarantee 

success.  

414. The first two tests are fully guided with step-by-step advice on how to 

tackle each paper.  

415. Extra practice activities are informed by a bank of real candidate’s 

exam papers and focus on areas where students would typically need the most 

help. 

15. English Grammar in Use 
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416. ‘English Grammar in Use Fourth Edition’ is the world’s best-selling 

self-study grammar book for learners of English, written by Raymond Murphy 

and published by Cambridge University Press.  

417. It is a self-study reference and practice book for intermediate to 

advanced students of English. It has 136 two-page units covering all areas of 

English Grammar with a multitude of additional practice exercises to 

consolidate learning 

418. I would highly recommend this book for any IELTS learners who want 

to get a 6.0 or above in the IELTS test. 

Target Band 7: IELTS Academic Module – How to Maximize Your Score 

419. This excellent self-study book for intense IELTS preparation is 

designed to help students achieve their best personal score.  

420. All the tips, techniques, strategies and advice are focused on 

maximizing students’ score by increasing their task-solving speed and 

efficiency and preventing typical mistakes. 

. Simone Braverman’s Target Band 7 
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421. Simone Braverman’s Target Band 7 is a reliable guide for your IELTS 

preparation and easily falls on the list of best books for IELTS. 

422.  One of the most attractive features of this book is its straightforward 

strategies that can be easily applied by candidates during their IELTS General 

exam.  

423. The approach followed by this book helps candidates cover the syllabus 

for IELTS in a shorter amount of time without compromising on the quality 

of the content. 

 Mometrix IELTS Book for General Training and Academic 2021 – 2022 
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424. With a complete package of test papers, video tutorials, strategies and 

techniques for IELTS, Mometrix IELTS Book for General Training and 

Academic is a popular study guide for candidates who wish to prepare for the 

IELTS exam on their own.  

425. The book extensively covers all the sections of the IELTS 

exam(Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking) and also provides video 

tutorials for various complex topics from each section. 

426.  The book also provides you with practice exercises along with the 

answers for a better understanding of every task in the IELTS exam. 

Focus on IELTS Foundation: Foundation Coursebook 

 

427. Focus on IELTS Foundation provides substantial knowledge to the 

readers to help them build their English language skills for IELTS. 

428.  With several practice exercises and practice question papers, 

candidates can significantly boost the preparation for IELTS using this book.  
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429. This book also contains a language bank to help you with your basics 

for the English language so that you can score well in your IELTS General 

and other English language exams. 

Ace The IELTS: IELTS General- How To Maximize Your Score- Simone 

Braverman 

 

430. Another publication by Simone Braverman, Ace the IELTS is an ideal 

book for IELTS General candidates.  

431. This book gives you a comprehensive outline of the format of the 

IELTS exam, the different types of questions included in the test and other 

important information that candidates should keep in mind.  

432. This second edition by Braveman is known for being practical and 

simple to understand.  

433. The book also provides you with sample questions and practice tests 

for each of the Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing sections. 
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434.  Apart from that, the book also helps candidates with the use of 

grammar in the IELTS exam to enhance the quality of their answers and 

thereby achieve a higher band score. 

435. I hope you have found this article useful.  

436. Do you agree with my top 12 IELTS books? Do you have any other 

recommendations? Comment down below. 

How these IELTS Books will help in your Preparation? 

437. One of the most crucial parts of your IELTS preparation is to make sure 

that the study material you are referring to is reliable and from a reputed 

publication.  

438. There are various academic resources available when it comes to the 

IELTS examination, therefore it is important to filter the good sources from 

the mediocre ones.  

439. The IELTS preparation books mentioned in this article are published 

by well-known and popular publishers or authors who have personal and 

substantial experience with the IELTS exam.  

440. Thus, there is no doubt that every book mentioned in this article will 

significantly improve your skills and prepare you for giving a great IELTS 

performance. 


